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From the Editor’s Corner
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On the COVER: Mt Taranaki
stands tall on another beautiful

flying day. Photo courtesy of Jason
Henry
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Save $10/hr

on FLT wet hire rate (private hire and lessons)

PLUS!
Save $30/lesson

on instructor fees in(FLT

Get back in the air this September with this great C172 deal!

We've slashed our instructor fees in FLT and solo/dual hire charges for club members flying in FLT in September.

BOOK NOW: ph 3888-444 wnaero@flywellington.co.nz

* Deal anks (hioughout the mamh of Sepbeniber and s open io sl kranckl membem of Wellingbon Asrs Clb



President’s
Patter

Spring is in the air!

With longer days, no more snow (wasn’t it amazing, though!), and
noticeably less wind cropping up, it's a great time to get back up in the
sky.

I've already had a couple of flights in the refurbished C172, FLT, and
encourage you all to get your 172 rating or renewal — FLT’s running great
and is a real joy to fly.

The club’s AGM in July saw club President, Chris Hoffman, step down to
the role of Immediate Past President; as such this is my first President’s
Patter.

| was delighted to present Chris with a special tribute at the AGM
recognising his leadership of the club over some incredibly tough years,
and understand he’s now practising his EFATO’s between consultancies,
with the wooden replica model of his Arrow, ZK-EIF.

For those who don’t know me, I've been with the club for a few years
and on the Exec for nearly the same length of time. Learning to fly has
always been a passion, but it wasn’t until a few years ago when | realised
that something really had to be done about it — hence my PPL a couple
of years ago.

One thing has been apparent throughout my time on the Exec so far:
the strength of the club remains its members and staff. To those of you
who have given up hours of your spare time to help refurbish the hangar,
thank you. To those on the Exec who spend countless hours every week
working on everything from software upgrades to strategic planning to
club activities, thank you. To those who regularly fly, thank you. To those

who haven'’t for a while... there’s never been a better time than now



# % ! !#




CFl Report

Greetings again,

Well after a very relaxed time on holiday where the temperature barely
went below 20 degrees, | have to say | was not impressed to come back
to snow and the southerly that seemed to be never-ending!

It has been a quiet time for the flying staff of late due our weather but
hopefully we are seeing a change of season and so can now work on
building up flying activity. (Go All Blacks) In the hope we have the weather
and in the expectation all of you raring to go, our new Club Captain-
Rochelle Fleming (you may have heard of her!) has a very full programme
of events and fly-aways planned.

| urge all members and especially newer folk in particular to participate.
These events include competition flying.

Competitions can be very useful to all pilots as they refine skills learnt in
training, offer a new perspective and offer dual instruction at solo rates.
In the past the Wellington Aero Club has done very well and with coaching
and a supportive and fun staff you will find another challenge in your

flying.

A lot of people get worried at the idea of flying competitively but it is a
great opportunity to meet more people who share your interest in flying
and to have a social time away from the lesson-to-lesson grind. Give
it a go!!!

At present we have a promotion on the Cessna 172. Nico has recently
invested in a “birthday” for FLT and so we now have a repainted,
refurbished and re-engined machine. To further excite you Nico and the
club are offering a special rate through to the end of September.

Call for further details!!
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We are now in the third month of operating out of the hangar as our office
and club facilities (Go All Blacks). Those of you who come down for a visit
will note that we have “pushed through” to the front rooms now and even
have a kitchen!

This work is due to limited contract work and lots of volunteer effort-
remember, this is your club so come and give us a hand and have some
interest and ownership of the new rooms.

In the time we have been here there have been some basic changes to
how we operate. For refuelling we are using a mini-tanker. This means
refuelling must be done under staff supervision.

Parking aircraft out front is limited to two machines in single file directly
outside the doors. If you are using another machine then you must consult
with staff.

This will of course be made harder during the Rugby World Cup (Go
All Blacks). The airport company has told us to expect itinerant parking
outside and so we may park machines during the day in the adjacent
engine run-up bay. Again- staff will advise.

During this period all members airside MUST carry their licenses or club
membership cards. Anyone without these documents will be left to the
sweet mercies of Aviation Security.

It remains to be seen how the traffic will impact the club- most delays will
be around game days which are weekend based in Wellington. Watch for
updates via Email.

In the meantime | hope to see you down here soon (paint-brush or headset
in hand) and Go All Blacks!!!

Marc 9



A word from the
Club Captain...

Hi, first of all, thanks to Josie for all her hard work over the last couple
of years as Club Captain. | guess | should start by introducing myself,
although | think most of you will have seen me around the club. I've
been a member for 10 years now, after completing my PPL at Hawera
Aero Club. In my real job I'm a forecaster at MetService, and when I'm
not there I'm instructing part-time.

| think with the move to our new premises complete, its time to really
kick things off on the social side of things. Some of you newer students
probably haven’t been involved with this side of aero club yet, but its
one of the real benefits of learning to fly at an aero club — you get to
meet people with a whole variety of backgrounds. There’s more to
learning to fly than sitting inside the aeroplane, you learn a lot from
other club members’ experiences. We still have the bar operating in the
old building, lets make the most of it! If you haven'’t checked it out on a
Friday or Sunday evening yet, the prices are super cheap, the views are
outstanding and we’ll have live Rugby World Cup on as well.

You'll see a list of upcoming events in this newsletter. It's really helpful
from the planning side of things if you sign up nice and early. You can
email/phone the aero club or just drop by to say hi and put your name
down.

For the four-seaters, all fly-aways and club trips are on a cost share
basis. For full details of this policy, either contact the aero club directly
or myself. Passengers pay $50 per person per hour, and you're always
welcome to bring along friends and family.

During the Rugby World Cup, most of the flying will be based in Masterton
on the weekends. Please see this as an opportunity — become familiar
with uncontrolled airfield procedures, fit in many more circuits in an hour,
see different scenery, get out of the Wellington for the weekend etc. We
have the facilities to stay overnight up there if people want to take that
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option. When you’re not flying, you can get stuck in to your theory and
PPL groundwork. Or just chill. For PPLs (and advanced students) we
are looking to set up an air-race style precision nav course. You can
also do some dual terrain awareness training if you'd like. We have a
few other ideas to add a bit of variety to training in Masterton - keep an
eye on the emails for the latest news.

Connelly and Karl are organizing a ski-trip to Ruapehu on the weekend
of October 1st/2nd. You'll fly into Chateau, ski all day, then stay up
there. They are just finalizing details, but really need to know ASAP if
you're a starter. Accommodation needs to be sorted early.

The other thing to look forward to is Labour Weekend. We’re trying
something different this year, with 3 separate day trips over the 3 days.
The destinations will be weather dependent.

Lastly, think of me just as the coordinator of events — if there’s something
you’d like to do or places you'd like to go — let me know and I'll see what
| can do!

Cheers,
Rochelle
O‘FE
PS if you're interested in a {r:‘”?
club trip to Warbirds over
Wanaka next Easter (April 6th, INTERNATIONAL AIRSHOW

7th, 8th) let me know so we
can get the ball rolling. http:/ € TRIDAY 6 | SATURDAY 7 | SUNDAY 8

www.warbirdsoverwanaka. APRIL » EASTER 2012

com/
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Wellington Aero Club
Upcoming Events

Saturday September 3rd
Friday September 9th

Sat/Sun Sept 10th/11th

Friday September 16th

Wednesday September 21st

Thursday September 22nd

Spit Roast and Quiz Night
Bar Open — NZ vs Tonga
Masterton Weekend

Intro to aerobatics

Intro to taildraggers

Bar Open — NZ vs Japan
4pm Book Promotion

(Upstairs Bar) Paul Holmes —
“Daughters of Erebus”

Pilot Information Night
(Upstairs Bar)

- PPL Standards

- Night flying briefing




Sunday September 25th

Sat/Sun Oct 1st/2nd

Sunday October 9th

Saturday October 22nd
Sunday October 23rd
Monday October 24th

November

Saturday November 12th

November/December
Sunday December 18th
March 31st

April 6th, 7th, 8th

Daylight Savings Starts
Masterton Fly Away
BBQ (in MS, weather
permitting)

Ruapehu Ski Trip — see
Connelly or Karl Z

Masterton or Omaka Club
Comps

Labour Weekend Day Trip #1
Labour Weekend Day Trip #2
Labour Weekend Day Trip #3

Cook — Flying NZ Regionals

(Wanganui)

Remembrance Day Air Show

(Masterton)

Martinborough Club Fly Away

End of year BBQ 2012
RNZAF Airshow (Ohakea)

Warbirds over Wanaka
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History in the
Wellington Circuit
- Part One

The longer your aviation career at Wellington, the more hours you
will click up flying around the Wellington circuit. There is a lot of
mental effort that goes into circuit work — in addition to the actual
flying there are things like maintaining situational awareness,
height control, radio calls, looking for other traffic, noise abatement
awareness, traffic sequencing and the like — and it's easy to forget
the actual circuit territory itself. But there is a lot of history under
our wings when we are in the circuit. In fact | would go as far as
saying that our Wellington circuit has more history associated with
it than any other circuit in the country.

So while you sit there reading Windsock, which by definition means you're
not flying, spare a thought for some of the history that can be found in
our circuit. And with that in mind, over the next two editions of Windsock,
we’ll take an armchair history tour of the Wellington circuit.

Now we all know the first rule in flying is “Fly the Aircraft!” Every location
on this “circuit tour” can easily be visited on the ground, but if you decide
to fly this sightseeing circuit, take an Instructor or another PPL along with
you and have clear agreement on who is flying and who is sightseeing.

Now we’ve cleared that up, we’ll get our circuit underway. We’ve got a
light southerly breeze and we’re waiting take-off clearance on runway 16.

While we’re waiting, the Wellington circuit circles the Miramar Peninsula,
which has an area of about 800 hectares with highest point being some
135 metres (close to 450 feet) above sea level. Known to Maori as Te
Motu Kairangi, the peninsula used to be an island, but an earthquake in
the fifteenth century raised the surrounding land joining the island to the
mainland forming the peninsula as we know it today.



According to Maori legend,

Wellington  harbour (Te et
Whanganui-a-Tara) was r
originally a large lake |
occupied by two taniwha | o o -
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Strait (Raukawa Moana) ,ll Y

pounding against the rocks [

to the south, so he decided

to escape the lake to get to the sea. In preparation for his escape, he
first swam to the north end of the lake, to where Petone is now, so that he
could build up speed for the escape attempt and then headed off at full
throttle towards the south. Ngake crashed through the rocks at Seatoun
and headed out into the Strait to freedom.

Whataitai saw this and tried to follow Ngake out of the newly formed
harbour entrance. But the water was now running out of the lake and
Whataitai became stranded in the shallows. He stayed there for many
generations, kept alive by the tides washing over him, but the great
earthquake lifted Whataitai high onto the land where he dried out and
died forming the Miramar Peninsula.

“Whiskey Alpha Charlie, Runway 16, Cleared for take-off”

Lift off from runway 16, drifting left of the centreline, and on the climb out
we pass Palmer Heads Fortress on the left.
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Palmer Heads Fortress

Wellington has seen two periods of large scale coastal defence
construction. The first was in the 1880’s when there were fears of Russian
expansionism into the South Pacific and coastal defences were erected
to protect against an attack from the sea. The second period was around
the Second World War as the Japanese were advancing throughout the
Pacific and there were fears of not only seaborne, but airborne attacks
on New Zealand.

On Airways land and adjacent to the Wellington NDB station is the remains
of the Palmer Heads Fortress. The fortress itself was quite extensive and
home to the 70th Heavy Battery.

The graffiti covered concrete building you can see as you clear the
threshold above Moa Point is the derelict radar station and the only
building left visible today. Construction of the battery commenced in 1934
and building work continued right through the Second World War. The
battery comprised three six inch guns mounted in concrete emplacements,
with a range of up to 13 miles, supported by magazine, command post,
observation post, plotting room, wireless and radar stations, searchlight
battery, barracks, NCO quarters and mess. Soldiers were stationed at
Palmer Heads throughout the war, but never fired a shot in anger (I'm not
sure if they ever fired the guns at all?) With the war’s ending, the battery
was gradually downsized and was finally demolished in the 1960’s.

16  Turning crosswind and tracking abeam Tarakena Bay. On your left



you should see a tall white structure towards the top of the cliffs.

Ataturk Memorial

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk was a Turkish army officer who served as
a divisional commander at the battle of Gallipoli in 1915. Later, he
went on to become the founder and first president of modern Turkey.
Gallipoli is seen as a pivotal event
in the foundation of New Zealand’s
national identity, but there has been
little recognition in New Zealand of
Turkey’s war dead resulting from
that campaign or that the battle of
Gallipoli itself was important in the
evolution of modern Turkey.

In 1984, Turkey agreed to rename
the Ari Burnu cove on the Gallipoli
peninsula to “Anzac Cove”, in
memory of the Australian and New
Zealand troops who died there, and
they also built a large monument to
all those who died in the campaign.
Many kiwis and aussies now make
the annual pilgrimage there.

In return, New Zealand built a
memorial to  officially  honour
Turkey’s war dead on the south cost
of Wellington at Tarakena Bay, a
place that is said to have a remarkable likeness to the landscape of
the Gallipoli Peninsula. Soil from Anzac Cove at Gallipoli was placed
beneath the dedication plaque in the centre of the circular pavement.
Surrounding the Memorial are pine trees — grown from seed collected
from the Gallipoli “lone pine”.

There’s also an Ataturk memorial in Canberra, but that’s slightly outside
the Wellington circuit.

Approaching 1,400 feet on the altimeter and overhead Barrett Reef — it's
time to level off and commence the turn downwind. 17



Barrett Reef

Like a set of teeth to the west of the channel into Wellington harbour,
Barrett Reef is one of the most treacherous reefs in New Zealand with
Wikipedia listing 11 ships wrecked on it since 1866. However, to most
New Zealanders over about forty years of age, Barrett Reef is synonymous
with the events of 10 April 1968.

In the early morning of 10 April, Cyclone Giselle was heading south
after causing much damage in the north of the North Island. It reached
Wellington at the same time as another Antarctic storm that had worked its
way up the South Island. The two violent storms merged over Wellington
creating an uber-storm with winds recorded at speeds of 275 km/h making
it the worst storm in New Zealand’s recorded history.

The storm struck as the inter-island ferry Wahine was attempting to enter
harbour. Huge waves pushed Wahine off course and she struck Barrett
Reef and was severely damaged. Efforts to tow her to safety with tugs
failed and the order was eventually given to abandon ship. The weather
made taking to the lifeboats a treacherous affair and many lost their lives
in the attempt. Shortly after the last passengers and crew left the ship, she
rolled over completely onto her side. As the day ended, 51 passengers
and crew had lost their lives.

Wahine wasn’t the first inter-island ferry to come to grief on this reef —
that record rests with the Rangatira, which struck the reef in 1936 during
another fierce southerly storm. Rangatira was able to reverse off the

18



reef with gaping holes in the bow and make it into the harbour (in reverse)
where she grounded next to the wharf with her decks awash. Luckily there
was no loss of life.

Approaching Breaker Bay.
“Whiskey Alpha Charlie, Hold mid-downwind”

Looks like we have some orbit practice ahead.

Beacon Hill Signal Station

Nestled among the houses above Breaker Bay is one that could pass off
like any other except for the array of radio aerials and a pair of spinning
radar aerials festooned on the roof. This building, with its million dollar
views, is the Beacon Hill Signal Station and is the eyes and ears of shipping
entering or leaving Wellington
harbour.  Although recently

T=Pakmed Hoads Forlrgss

refurbished, the Beacon Hill | 2=k emonial
3= Barrent Reel
A= Bracon Hill Sigoal Stathon

Signal Station has been in its
current location since 1864.
Back then, the pre-radio days,
the signalman sat up there
with very little shelter and upon
seeing a ship, would light a
signal fire for the ship and
raise a flag that described the
type of ship was approaching.
This flag would be seen by
another signal station on
Mount Victoria, who would in
turn relay the flag message to
the observers on the wharves
so that they knew what type of
ship to expect.

These days this facility is
officially called Wellington
Harbour Radio and is operated
by the Greater Wellington




Regional Council and staffed 24 hours and 365 days. It is the first point of
contact for all shipping that arrives, departs or transits Wellington harbour
and every commercial vessel must report their intentions and number of
persons on board.

Kind of like the control tower but for ships!
We’re mid-downwind — time to enter the hold.

“Whiskey Alpha Charlie, Expect to hold for five minutes, we’ve got several
IFR flights to get away”.

So we'll just hold until the next Windsock comes out (and sometimes
doesn't it just feel like that?).

Andrew Braddick
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Breakfast Fly-ln at
Masterton... (without
the breakfast!)

The weather gods co-operated putting on a beautiful winter’s morning for
a breakfast fly-in organised by the Wairarapa-Ruahine Aero Club. Pete
& Connelly took the Nanchang while Blair, Lance, Karen and | headed
off in EIF. Unfortunately due to a slightly later departure than planned we
missed breakfast....all that was left were a few hash browns and some
baked beans....maybe next time.....

About 30 planes flew in, all were neatly parked in rows outside the club
rooms — due to our slightly late arrival we got a good aerial view of them!




Both the Nanchang and Arrow (EIF) entered in the Geoff Matthews
Memorial Trophy Air Race, Pete and Connelly in the Nanchang and Blair
and Lance in EIF (along with me as a passenger). This involved two
laps around a set course with staggered starting based on aircraft speed.
The second lap was all about overtaking requiring all eyes outside.

With the crowning of Pete and Connelly as the champions and Lance
and Blair a respectable third, we headed back to Wellington. EIF took a
small detour along the snow capped ridge line of the Tararua Ranges. A
great way to enjoy a perfect winter’s morning!

- Amy Dreverman
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Flight Simulator
News

Winter being the time of year when good days are hard to come by
makes flying on your home PC a fun pastime, and a good way to learn
some new skills! | personally have been flying at home for twenty years
now, its just one of those hobbies that’s stuck with me since a kid.

| was very happy to learn on my first flying lesson with Karl in 2008 that
| hadn’t totally wasted all that time stuck in front of a computer, my first
flight out to Petone and back went very well and it was almost like | knew
my way around the cockpit already! | could master the basic controls,
read the instruments and was happily trimming by the time we got to
Ward island. My first group of lessons went a lot quicker then expected
but my lousy eyesight kept the solo out of reach. I've been either flying
microlights or just using flight sim since then!

So what’s new with Flight Simulation?

In the last few years things have really improved to the extent that on
a $1500 or less computer you can run Microsoft Flight Simulator X in
high resolution with impressive graphics and total simulation of aircraft
systems. Third-party companies have been producing amazing quality




Realistic screen grabs of Wellington Airport (Top), Omaka Airfield (middle) &
Tauranga (below)




aircraft and scenery packages
which you can purchase to
make things more realistic.

Real life uses

For more serious practice
towards PPL, CPL or even
type ratings you can perform
navigation exercises between
VORs, learn about DME,
practice SIDS, STARS-
everything that a real Dpilot
might use is simulated in some
form. You could set up a flight
at any airport in New Zealand
and practice circuits or joining
procedures so that when you
get there in a real aircraft
you already know what to do.
Perfect your technicque at
home before spending a cent
in the air.

Obviously there are drawbacks

with trying to fly on a computer screen. There is no way of simulating the
feeling of g-force, wind, yaw or the feeling in your gut as you climb or
descend. You get bad habits relating to not looking outside enough and
being too focused on looking at instruments, the horizon is just not good
enough. Some of the flight models are not that realistic and you can’t
expect to replace real flighttime with simulation at home, but it is a great
learning and practice tool. Also good fun for those dark winter nights and
wet weekends ©

Where to next?

The two main flight simulators available today are Microsoft Flight
Simulator X and X-Plane. FSX has a much larger range of downloadable
aircraft and scenery, both free and payware. X-Plane has a more realistic
flight model and is often seen as more professional in some ways but FSX
is way ahead in the visual department. Another option for people wanting
to practice ATC or radio phraseology is the virtual ATC networks 55



of VATSIM and IVAO. Both offer free ATC within Flight Simulator via the
internet. Virtual controllers and pilots all over the world can see and hear
each other and offer very realistic procedures and operations. On Sunday
nights the NZ branch of VATSIM offer regular online events where NZAA
would have ground, tower and approach online all operating with real world
procedures. Great for practice

Here are some weblinks to get started or learn more:

Communities and online stores:

Flight Sim Shop NZ www.flightsimshop.co.nz
NZ Flight Sim Forum www.nzff.org
Flightsim.com www.flightsim.com
AVSIM www.avsim.com

Developers of scenery and aircraft

Carenado www.carenado.com

ORBX www.fullterrain.com

ARNX www.flightsim.co.nz

PMDG www.precisionmanuals.com
Godzone NZ Scenery www.windowlight.co.nz
VLC NZ Scenery www.vectorlandclass.co.nz

Want to know more? Contact Paul Clancy - paul@flightsim.net.nz
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~__ [Ihe Eagles
cagles  Regroup

The Aero lub took over the Young Eagles on the 3rd of July however
after Damien left, there was a massive drop in numbers with only one

Young Eagle returning. Since then however we have had a constant
increase in numbers with both new and old Eagles joining.

The following week we had 2 new Young Eagles join us, bringing the
total up to 3. For their time | asked the Rescue fire service if they
would be able to send over one of their fire trucks and give them a
tour around it. Towards the end of the tour another Eagle showed, and
upon the completion of the tour we were given a demonstration of the
water cannon. For the remainder of the time | went around a PA38 and
showed them an aircraft preflight.

The following session the Eagles were in the sim, and each got the
chance to complete a WN circuit.

For their next meeting | organized with Blair Frampton a tour through
the Vincent aviation hanger and a look through the Jetstream and a
tour around a Mustang. There were several new people this time and a
couple of non Eagles came along for the tour.

At the latest meeting | had someone from Aviation Security visit, who
told us a bit about what Aviation Security do. | also went around several
aircraft with them, (Mainly PA38) and Pete kindly had several minutes of
his time volunteered to tell them about the Nanchang.

At the moment | am trying to organize flights for the Eagles so if you
would like to help out then give me a call at the club or send an email.
The Eagles meet on a fortnightly basis on a Sunday between 1400-
1530.

- Emma Homes




One Day Qut in
France

I've never been good at remembering anything historical. | can recall
significant events, but not the corresponding dates. Up until a few
years ago, | staunchly rejected anything to do with the past, and
always focused on the future. A fortune teller (ironically) once told me
that, and it seemed good philosophy to rule my life by. Until historial
research became increasingly more a factor in my job, and so | often
find myself digging back through archives from the beginning of the
century. Last month i was very fortunate to travel to France for work,
and whilst there spend a day travelling around some of the World War
I memorials in the French countryside.

First up was the New Zealand Memorial, not far to the north of the
village of Longueval. The memorial commemorates the actions of the
New Zealand Division on the 15th of September 1916. On the front is
the inscription “In honor of the men of the New Zealand Division, first




battle of the Somme, 1916”, and at the base “From the uttermost ends of
the Earth”.

The New Zealanders were first in action on the Somme on the 15th of
September 1916. They were also involved near the Butte de Warlencourt
in November 1916.

The NZ Memorial to the Missing can be seen at the nearby Caterpillar
Valley Cemetery. Commemorating more than 1,200 officers and men
of the New Zealand Division who died in the Battles of the Somme in
1916, and whose graves are not known, this is one of seven memorials
in France and Belgium to those New Zealand soldiers who died on the
Western Front.

New Zealand decided not to have the names of its soldiers whose bodies
had never been recovered or identified commemorated on the Thiepval
Memorial on the Somme or the other Memorials to the Missing such as
the Menin Gate. The memorial at Caterpillar Valley Cemetery is made
up of ten panels with the names of soldiers arranged by regiment, and a
central panel with the inscription “Here are recorded the names of officers
and men of New Zealand who fell in the battles of the Somme September
and October 1916 whose graves are known only to God”

Continuing north we headed to the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme
at Thiepval. This major war memorial pays respect to the 72,195 missing
British and South African men who died in the Battle of the Somme and



who’s bodies were never recovered, and thus so have no known grave.

The memorial is 150 feet high, with foundations 19 feet thick. Made of
up sixteen piers of red brick and faced with Portland stone, each pier is
engraved with the names of over 72,000 men who were lost in the Somme
battles between July 1916 and March 1918. Later, when the remains of a
soldier were found and identified, he was given a full military funeral and
buried in the closest cemetery to his location, and his name removed from
the memorial.

This is the biggest British war memorial in the world, and bears the
inscription: Here are the recorded names of officers and men of the British
Armies who fell on the Somme battlefields between July 1915 and March
1918 but to whom the fortune of war denied the known and honoured
burial given to their comrades in death.

The Canadians were not forgotten either for their losses incurred in France
during the First World War.

On the opening day of the Battle of Arras, 9 April 1917, the four divisions of
the Canadian Corps, fighting side by side for the first time, scored a huge
tactical victory in the capture of the 60 metre high Vimy Ridge. 30



The Vimy Memorial overlooks the Douai Plain from the highest point of
Vimy Ridge, about eight kilometres northeast of Arras. This great memorial
to all the Canadians who served their country in battle and particularly to
the 60,000 who gave their lives in France. It also bears the names of
11,000 Canadian servicemen who died in France - many of them in the
fight for Vimy Ridge - who have no known grave.

Next up on the itenarary were the Wellington Caves. In 1916 the British
forces controlling Arras decided to re-use underground quarries below
the town to aid a planned offensive
against the Germans, whose trenches
ran through what are now the eastern
suburbs of the town. The quarries
were to be linked up so that they could
be used both as shelters from the
incessant German shelling and as a
means of conveying troops to the front
in secrecy and safety. 500 miners from
the New Zealand Tunnelling Company,
including Maori and Pacific Islanders
were brought in to dig 20 kilometres (12
31 mi) of tunnels. At 5.30am on the




morning of 9 April 1917, the exits were dynamited to enable the troops to
storm the German trenches. The Germans were taken by surprise and
were pushed back 11km. However the offensive soon bogged down and
was eventually called off after casualties reached 4000 a day.

The tunnellers back then named each quarry after their home towns:
Auckland, Wellington, Nelson, Blenheim, Christchurch and Dunedin. A
musuem has since been set up, with only the Wellington Caves accessible
for tours.

The end of a very long day
on the road brought us to
the memorial at the Menin
Gate in Ypres, Belgium. We
drove towards the border
with passports in hand,
only to find instead.....
a giant tap. My goal of
getting a Belgium stamp
in my passport was foiled,
and all | got was this photo
instead.

The Menin Gate Memorial

to the Missing commemorates the British and Commonwealth soldiers
who were killed in the Ypres Salient of World War | and whose graves
are unknown. It's called a “gate” as it’s located at the eastern exit of the
town and marks the starting point for one of the main roads out of the
town that led Allied soldiers to the front line. The original narrow gateway
was actually built back in medieval times, and was fortified to keep out
potential invaders. The city was increasingly fortified during the 17th and
18th centuries, and by the First World War, the gateway was known as
the Menenpoort (“poort” being the Flemish word for gate) or Menin Gate
in English, because the road leading through the gateway led to the small
town of Menen.

The large Hall of Memory contains the names of 54,896 Commonwealth
soldiers who died without graves up until 15 August 1917. The names of
the 34,984 UK missing after this date are instead inscribed on the Tyne
Cot Memorial to the Missing, due to lack of space on the Menin 32



Inside the large Hall of Memory, with just some of the names of those that fell

Gate.

We had planned to get there in time for The Last Post, a ceremony held
at 8pm every night since 1928, however sadly our very proud drivers got
lost once they crossed the Belgium border, and we arrived just as the
crowd was dispersing.

Nevertheless we paid our respects, found names of our ancestors, and
then did what anyone escaping from France for a day would do... found
a fab little pub and enjoyed a cold glass of Belguim’s finest beer, before
embarking on the 4hour drive back to Paris, France, to rest up before
heading out for a tour of the World War Il memorials along the D-Day
beaches at Normandy...

- Josie Leckie

The Menin Gate




LEARN TO FLY PACKAGES

CLEARED
FOR TAKE OFF!
- from $110

Experience the thrill of flying a
plane, accompanied by your
very own skilled instructor.
Push the throttle forward and
pull back the stick — you'’re in
control as you take off from
International

Wellington’s
Airport.

Included is a  pre-flight
ground briefing, followed by
approximately 20 minutes of
absolute awesome-ness as you
take off and land at Wellington’s
International  Airport. (Allow
about 1 hour total including
briefing)

Give Me More!
City & Harbour Trial Flight
NZ$175.00 incl GST

For sheer exhilaration and
unsurpassed views, this 40
minute (approx) City and

Harbour Lesson will provide an
added dimension to the standard
trial flight as you explore the
flight envelope, taking hands-
on control under the guidance a
qualified instructor.

This is the ideal gift for those who
feel “they need something else”
or are contemplating learning
to fly. (Allow about 90 minutes
including preflight briefing etc)

Next PPL Ground Course

Aircraft Technical Knowledge Ground Course
running over 4 weeks starting Tuesday 13th September.
Call the club now to book your spot.
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