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PATTER

WIAL has stated it doesn’t require the Club
to move from the airport. In a recent
correspondence, WIAL's Chair David Newman
stated “The Wellington Aero Club is welcome
to remain at Wellington Airport, but the
future terms need to be consistent with
Wellington Airport’s primary role as an
international gateway and domestic hub and
be on a reasonable commercial footing.”

The difficulty for us as a recreational flying
club and flight school is in the definition of
‘reasonable’. Despite our presentation of a
number of reasonable proposals, in order to
remain at the airport we were faced with no
choice but to agree to a four-year lease of
the clubhouse at a substantially higher lease
rate, amounting to a six-fold increase on our
previous rent.

To support the club’s transition to the higher
lease, WIAL is sponsoring a $50,000 rent
subsidy for one year and $25,000 for the
following year. We thank WIAL for this gesture
While this subsidy will assist the club in
adapting to the higher rent, we are conscious
that the rent increase will place a major strain
on the club’s resources and threaten the
long-term viability of the club at Wellington
Airport.

On a brighter note, the Club’s flyaways to
Masterton have been fantastic, with some
great weather adding to the enjoyment of
flying in a less complex environment. The
Club has also successfully hosted the RNZAC
Regional competitions at Masterton. We
hope to build on this by running regular Club
competitions with a focus on introducing
novice competitors to this enjoyable part of
aviation.

| urge you to join the group one Sunday and
either fly or drive over to Hood for some
relaxing fun. The Club has a small Clubroom
setup there and it is now well furnished.

Enjoy the summer weather — safe flying.

Chris Hoffman
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CAPTAINS REPORT

Happy new year... and thank goodness too.

Last year saw acquaintances leave to further
their careers. Friends tragically lost their
lives. The monster rose from the east and
sent the club kicking and screaming into the
modern world of bully-boy tactics and
excessive commercial rents. The club spirit
was seen high tailing it out of the complex
on the back of a rusty pushbike.

Sadly this saw lower than usual numbers
confirming for the annual club dinner, and a
near total loss of show at a number of other
events, and a disparingly low number in
attendance when it came to club trips.

Which made me ponder, and spend a little
too much time over the Christmas break
trying to understand and figure out.... but
ultimately find no answer as to why. So we
ask you. What is it that you want from the
club? What do you expect the club to
provide? Why did you learn to fly? Why did
you stop flying? Are you involved as much as
you'd like to be in the club? Does money
limit your involvement with club trips?

These are all questions we'll be asking you
over the coming weeks, in an effort to find
out just what makes our members tick, and
what we can do to keep you guys interested.
And figure out what we can do to provide a
better environment. Our clubhouse situation
is slightly different in that by being based at
an international airport we're unable to
provide family recreational facilities like a
swimming pool or even a basic grass picnic
area where the kids can hang out whilst mum
or dad are out flying. What we do have
however is a 'new' old hanger.




Also going into 2011 we have the scheduled
operations from Masterton! From February
we will have an instructor based in Masterton
for Friday and Saturday with club flights
to/from on the Sunday. As those of you who
saw the rooms during the Regionals know,
its an outstanding addition to our resources
and the perfect opportunity for block-hour
building or some variety in your flying. Take
advantage and book early!

Volare; Italian, To fly

Also the company name for the Wellington
Aero Club Part 135 Air transport Operation.
In conjunction with Gavin Murphy the club
has gone into Air Transport in its own right.
This is an exciting opportunity to present a
new professional challenge to staff and to
market during what will be a big year in New
Zealand.

Farewell! Karl Thornley has left the club to
take a position with Soundsair. | am sure
everyone appreciates all his efforts -and |
have been assured he will still be about to
help out occasionally.

Well done to Chris Hoffman (El Presidente’)
who passed his CPL and Michael (Mrs)
Rudman on his pass with a C-Cat and now
joins us as a casual instructor.Lastly, come
down! Go flying and set yourself a goal with
your skills this year!




The instrument rating came next and was a
breeze compared to what | was in for training
to be an instructor. Flying in the right seat
was the first challenge, the hardest thing |
found was using opposite hands for
everything. | couldn’t set the throttle so save
myself, and my usual throttle hand was
reluctant to learn the ways of the control
column. There are a lot of lessons to learn
and once you have conducted a convincing
briefing you actually have to be able to teach
and demonstrate to CPL standards. Then
finally to top it off, the whole day flight test
also included a lengthy afternoon session of
Principles of Flight.

Fast forward to November 2009, 4 months
after finishing at New Plymouth, | found
myself back in Wellington having returned
to what was looking like a career as a pool
lifeguard. | decided I'd better try to at least
keep current if | was to ever find work, so
back to Wellington Aero Club | went to pay

my subs and see if there were any familiar
faces around. Marc accepted my CV and
within only a few days a vacancy came up
and he called me in to have a go in the mighty
Tomahawk.




| saved up some money and got back into
the cockpit, doing many hours in 172’s and
my favourite Piper Arrow . | got stuck into
flying all around New Zealand, into places
like Tauranga, down through the Bay of Plenty
coast line and the likes of Durville Island. |
have also been lucky enough over the years
to have a go machines like Piper Navajo’s,
Cessna Caravans and one time the 777 200
simulator at Air New Zealand- | can definitely
recommend that.

Considering by my early 20’s | had been
involved in aviation for many years (even
soloing before the CFl ha ha) and gaining life
experience in other areas, | made some big
choices and decided to bite the bullet-
Enrolling at Nelson Aviation college to
complete my CPL and other ratings.

| started there 2008 and came away with CPL
and C category Instructor by mid 2009. Not
bad for less than a year’s work.




After completing my degree in architecture
and with the full intention to continue down
that track | was offered a job in the aviation
industry drafting aircraft components. Being
involved in such an environment rekindled
my interest in aviation and hence my desire
to learn to fly. | dabbled in a few hours in
Masterton and Wellington and decided it
was a much better office view up there so
time to take flying a little more seriously. |
enrolled at NAC and obtained my CPL and c-
cat.

Now it may go back to my introduction to
flying but | can honestly say | have no desire
to cross that runway and fly for the bigger
team [yet]. Flying in my opinion is pleasure
not just a way to get from A to B.
I plan to run with this somewhat romantic
notion, fly the more manoeuvrable and pass
on the skills that have been passed on to me
while learning a great deal in the process. As

| find teaching a particularly rewarding
process | am fortunate to be in a position
where | can combine two interests and | enjoy
passing on the passion !




Soon after all those exams out of the way |
had started studying the further three exams
towards the instrument rating testing shortly
after. | was still in study mode and so |
thought to myself may as well finish a series
of management papers at Victoria University
towards the Diploma in Aviation
Management. Moving back to New Plymouth
after completing that, | then gained my multi
engine instrument rating in the mighty
partenavia.

When | thought | had had enough of exams
| headed off to Maroochydore Australia to
do the ATPL subjects at Advanced Flight
Theory. This was definitely hardest six weeks
of my life consisting of long hours and massive
stresses. What’s next? Well | just had to have
an instructor rating to top it off and be
employable and that | must say was a lot of
fun in itself. 9
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CLEARED FOR TAKE OFF! - from $110

Experience the thrill of flying a plane, accompanied
by your very own skilled instructor.

Push the throttle forward and pull back the stick

- you’re in control as you take off and land.

THE REAL DEAL - $620

n e _th climbing
and land - all from
national Airport.










CONTINUED......

Sean Lynch
Simon Magrett
John McElhiney
Sam McQuilkin
John Mohan
Kevin Morahan
Martin Peake
Chris Roberts
Michael Rudman
Hassan Safa
Marcus Schuh
Philip Seamark
Hadley Smith
Gareth Stevens
Shawn Sturland
Hugh Thomson
Nadine Tyrell
Gilles Vieyres
Andy Williams




Badges
sport Jacket
Polo Shirt
Cap

Poly Fleece










